The gure shows the asymmetric unit of the title structure. Tables 1-3 contain details of the methods used and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters. sealed into the autoclave, put into the oven and reacted at 423°C for 3 days. After cooled to the room temperature and washed by methanol and chloroform, yellow block crystals were separated.
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Source of material

Experimental details
The carbon H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H (phenyl ring) = 0.93 Å, C-H (ethylene of 4,4′-bis(2-sulfonatostyryl)bi-pheny) = 0.93 Å, and were included in the re nement in the riding-model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C).
Discussion
Among luminescence materials, the lanthanide luminescence is of very important owing to the luminescence quantum e ciency, luminescence brightness and line-like monochromaticity [1] . Because 4f-4f transition is forbidden, the luminescence of lanthanide complex is worked out by the energy transfer from the organic molecule located at excited state to lanthanide ion, which is called as 'antenna e ect'. An aromatic carboxylate is an alternative to ligate lanthanide owing to the intense adsorption in the violet zone. The second ligand such as the 1,10-phenanthroline and its derivates are usually incorporated into the coordination system of lanthanide complexes to prevent the water coordination, which would in uence the luminescence quantum e ciency and enhance the luminescence brightness by the synergic interaction with the rst ligand [2] [3] [4] . In this work, a lanthanide complex with the composition [
bis(2-sulfonatostyryl)biphenyl and bpdc = biphenyl-4,4′-dicarboxylic acid) , has been structurally determined. It is isostructural with the analog complexes of the lanthanides europium, gadolinium, terbium and dysprosium [5] . 
